NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

CATEGORICALLY EXCLUDED ACTIVITIES 

as identified at 24 CFR Part 58.35
Para ver una versión en español de este aviso del medio ambiente, visite www.adeca.alabama.gov.

August 17, 2012
Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs

Community and Economic Development Division
401 Adams Avenue 

P.O. Box 5690

Montgomery, Alabama  36103-5690
Telephone: 334-242-5468

To all interested Agencies, Groups, and Persons:

Alabama’s Disaster Recovery Program: Tornadoes of April 2011
Grant Number: B-12-DT-01-0001
Effective Date: Program Years (PY) 2012 until completion
On or about August 28, 2012, the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs (ADECA) will submit a request to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for the release of Federal funds for the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Disaster Recovery Program under the provisions of Section 239 of the Department of Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Act, 2012 (Pub L. 112-55, approved November 18, 2011) to undertake a project known as Alabama Disaster Recovery Program: Tornadoes of April 2011, for the purpose of meeting unmet needs in counties most impacted and distressed from the April 2011 Tornadoes.   
The State’s direct allocation is $24,697,966; $13,584,750 of which will be expended in the “most impacted” counties which are Tuscaloosa, Marion, Jefferson, and/or DeKalb.  A total of $11,731,534 will be expended in 30 counties for single-family and 16 counties for multi-family housing with the most unmet housing needs.  A grant ceiling of $25,000 is established for single-family owner-occupied housing activities.  More than one housing activity may be considered per household; however, the total for all activities cannot exceed the $25,000 limit without a waiver.  
ADECA will be carrying out various individual actions on single family homes or properties located on unspecified scattered sites.  Individuals and families who owned and occupied homes damaged by the tornadoes will qualify to apply for assistance to make needed repairs and rehabilitation; assistance toward new construction; assistance with purchasing or replacement housing; and assistance with demolition and clearance. 

The 30 counties with the most unmet single-family housing needs are: Autauga, Blount, Calhoun, Cherokee, Choctaw, Clarke, Colbert, Cullman, DeKalb, Elmore, Etowah, Franklin, Greene, Hale, Jackson, Jefferson, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marengo, Marion, Marshall, Perry, Pickens, St. Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tuscaloosa and Walker.  A Statutory Site Checklist will be prepared as individual sites are identified.

This Environmental Review Record (ERR) that documents the environmental determinations for this project is on file at the Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs at 401 Adams Avenue, Suite 500, Montgomery, Alabama 36104, and is available for public examination and copying upon request between the hours of 8:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.  Please note the ERR includes an Environmental Monitoring for Unspecified Sites Strategy for Housing Related Activities.
PUBLIC COMMENTS
Any individual, group, or agency disagreeing with this determination or wishing to comment on the project may submit written comments to Shabbir Olia at the address below.  All written comments received by August 27, 2012, will be considered by ADECA prior to authorizing submission of a request for release of funds.
RELEASE OF FUNDS

ADECA is certifying to HUD that Shabbir Olia, in his official capacity as Community and Economic Development Programs Manager, consents to accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied.  HUD’s approval of the certification satisfies its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities, and allows ADECA to use Disaster Recovery program funds. 
OBJECTIONS TO RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will accept an objection to its release of funds and ADECA’s certification for a period of fifteen days following the anticipated submission date or its actual receipt of the request only if they are on one of the following bases:  (a) that the certification was not in fact executed by the certifying officer of ADECA; (b) that ADECA has omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by HUD regulations at 24 CFR Part 58; (c) the grant recipient has committed funds or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of release of funds by HUD; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality.  Objections must be prepared and submitted in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR Part 58) and shall be addressed to HUD in care of CDBG Disaster Recovery Program Environmental Objection, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, Community Planning and Development, 950 22nd Street, North, Suite 900, Birmingham, Alabama 35203-5301. Potential objectors should contact HUD to verify the actual last day of the objection period.
Shabbir Olia, CED Programs Manager, Community and Economic Development Division, Alabama Department of Economic and Community Affairs, 401 Adams Avenue, Suite 500, P.O. Box 5690, Montgomery, Alabama  36103-5690
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